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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 3516 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, CS 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS: POSSIBLE FUTURE OPIUM SOURCE COUNTRIES 
REF: STATE 173247 

1 . IT IS ILLEGAL TO GROW OPIUM POPPIES IN COSTA RICA. 

2. SUITABLE GROWING CONDITIONS DO EXIST IN REMOTE 
MOUNTAIN AREAS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO POLICE. 

3. THERE IS A PAST HISTORY OF SMALL-SCALE OPIUM POPPY 
CULTIVATION - APPARENTLY FOR THE FLOWERS AND IN 
IGNORANCE OF THE OPIUM POTENTIAL. 

4. THERE HAVE BEEN NO HARD REPORTS OF TRAFFICKERS 
SEEKING OPPORTUNITIES FOR OPIUM CULTIVATION HERE. SEE 
FURTHER COMMENTS IN SAN JOSE 2318. 
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